May is Public Employees Recognition Month 
Commissioner buys employees breakfast, answers questions 


Commissioner Jack Lettiere celebrated Public Employees 
Recognition Month by treating more than 400 employees to 
breakfast in the Headquarters cafeteria on May 5 and two days 
later hosting a “Question and Answer” session. 

“Tt is a time to celebrate and take pride in all the good things 
that we have accomplished together as a Department team,” 
Lettiere said as he welcomed the employees to breakfast. “You are 
the strength behind this organization.” 

The 40 employees who took part in the “Ask the 
Commissioner Forum” asked a variety of questions ranging from 
hiring/money issues to a central directory to accessing audio 
visual equipment. Here are some of the questions and answers: 

Q. Why are retirees working here as consultants if we have 
no money? 

A. We have not hired any retirees directly. They have gone 
to work for consulting firms, contractors and universities. Those 
firms have contracts with us and the employees are usually here 
for meetings. 

Q. Why can’t we have a directory that will encompass 
Checkpoints, organization charts and e-mail addresses in one 
place. With all the changes in the department you can never find 
anyone. 

A. We will look into creating an easily accessible directory 
for phone numbers, employee locations and addresses. 


; Jayne Ronee Administrative 
Assistant 3 and Jean Agabiti, Secretarial Assistant 2 enjoy the 
Commissioner’s employee appreciation breakfast. 


Kathy Hunt, Secretarial Assistant 3 


Q. We need a central location for audio visual equipment and 
cars. Fernwood only has a few. 

A. We had acentral location for AV equipment. It did not 
work. The equipment was always getting damaged and staff was 
fighting over it. Ask your secretarial staff to find out who has what 
and where you can borrow from. They are an untapped resource. 

Continued on page 3 


Route 30 reconstruction turns up mysterious cannon 


Sign Technician 2 Dave Hart, Sign Technician 
3 Tom Maisto and Crew Supervisor Vince 
Gervasoni (not shown) use a sign crane to lift 
the “mystery” cannon. It was transported it 
to the Fernwood complex at Headquarters for 
cleaning and further identification. 

On White Horse Pike (Route 30) - a 
route to Atlantic City lined with strip malls, 
U-haul depots and supermarkets - a cannon 
dating from the Revolutionary War to 
the War of 1812 was unearthed during a 
construction project. 


The question is: where did it come 
from? 

The road is undergoing a major 
reconstruction — adding a lane in either 
direction, widening the intersections, 
adding new traffic lights and installing a 
median barrier. 

“The contractor, R.T. Winzinger, Inc., 
dug up the cannon in front of the Black Cat 
Bar in February,” said Resident Engineer 
Ron D’Adamo. “Initially I dismissed the 
find, but taking a second look, when I saw 
what it might be, I called Dave Mudge to 
identify it.” 

Mudge, a Supervising Environmental 
Specialist, is an NJDOT history expert. 
“Tt’s definitely an old cannon,” he said. 
“When I first saw the cannon, it was in the 
contractor’s yard. I labeled it an isolated 
find from the late 18" century, a nebulous 
find. It has no obvious national markings 
that we can determine and was found in 
a moderately rusted state. I’m estimating 
it will be more than six months before we 
clean the cannon and inspect it before we 
can definitely place its manufacture and 


” 


use. 


The options for identification vary. 
Absecon has a vibrant past. It’s the home 
of the tallest lighthouse in New Jersey; the 
third tallest in the United States. 

The 140-year-old lighthouse, under 
restoration thanks to an ISTEA grant, is 
positioned on the Inlet and Absecon Creek, 
a prime shipbuilding area. 

It’s also near the Brigantine Shoals, 
known as the “Graveyard Inlet” because 
of its treacherous coast and history of 
shipwrecks. 

Combine this information with the 
local iron furnaces, which were once 
located near Absecon, and you’ve got 
the possibility that the cannon survived a 
shipwreck or that the piece was of local 
manufacture. 

“The origins of the 400-pound cannon 
are unclear,’ said Mudge. “It’s about 47 
inches long. The bore is three inches, 
which can fire a ball of up to three pounds. 
The smaller cannons were rarely used 
by regular naval forces, but were more 
commonly found on merchant ships and 
privateers for defense against raids. We 

Continued on back page 


Children visit Ewing, Motor Vehicles, Freehold, Mt. Arlington 


NJDOT employees hosted the annual “Take our children to work 
day” at Headquarters in Ewing, at the Motor Vehicle Commission in 
Trenton, in the Central Region in Freehold and the North Region in Mt. 
Arlington. 

Throughout the day hundreds of sons and daughters of employees 
participated in activities at the different facilities to learn about the types 
of jobs available and the different skills necessary to attain that job level. 


Headquarters 
How the work done here relates to the 
highways of New Jersey was this year’s 
focus. The children visited various units 
throughout the Department to experience 
how the pieces fit together. For example, 
the children could learn the significance 
of safety on the roadways by visiting the 
Sign Shop and the Traffic Signal areas. 
After an introduction by Assistant 
Commissioner Kathleen Immordino, 
program volunteers provided information 
in functional areas of the Department. 
Volunteers included Joseph Agabiti, 
Lewis Branin, Reid Bryant, Jason Burger, 
Raymond Burroughs, David Burton, 
Carla Calderone, Leonard Chetti, Paul 
Craddock, Richard Crockett, Michael 
DeBonis, Nicholas Gephard, Linda 
Gephart, Nicholas Giambrone, Nancy 
Girton, Timothy Greeley, Clint Griggs, 
Ronald Gruzlovic, Emmanual Holmes, 
Contancia House, Andris Jumikis, Christopher Kerwick, Mark Kianka, 
Martin Kochersperger, Holly Kokas, Ray Laird, John Maida, Adam 
Markley, Charles McGowan, Bernard Michaeli, Ray Micharski Jr., 
Ken Mihalic, James Miller, Jeff Monda, Raleigh Murray, Thomas 
Otter, Gavin Petillo, Dominic Petito, Doreen Plummer, Ed Rappleye, 
Ben Ridoifi, Debra Roberts, Art Rustay, Mike Schillaci, Robert Skalla, 
Kathy Stewart, David Tanguay, Andy Tobias, John Torpila, Jerry 
Urbano, Michelle Wallace, Gregory Walters and Kevin Williams. 
Chaperones were John Allen, Linda Barber, Deborah Baughman, 
Yosry Bekhiet, Mary Bock Al Brenner, Jackie Brown, George Caruso, 
Nancy Ciaruffoli, MaryAnn Deamer, Michael DeAngelo, Cynthia Dey, 
Debra Firman, Judy Garay, Diane Glass, Michael Haluska, Debbi 
Hutton, Peter Kenney, Michele Laureti, Susan Leedom, Shari Leichter, 
Dennis Meszaros, Ray Milam, Karen Minch, Kathryn O’Donnell, Juda 
Rivera, Tom Saylor, Bob Signora, Tom Stathopulous, Linda Turner, Rose 
Ward, Gary Zayas and John Zim. 
Linda Cardell and Kobie, the search and rescue dog, presented a 
“Hug-a-tree” program in the morning and the afternoon to teach children 
what to do if they get lost in the woods. Cardell demonstrated air- 
scenting and other search training techniques used by the K-9 search and 
rescue team and Rescue International. Cardell and Kobie hold national 
certifications. 
The event was co-chaired by Janice DeJohn and Lisa Webber. 
The cafeteria setup was handled by Howard Buckelew, Joseph Dunk, 
Thomas Himm, Raymond Laird, Raleigh Murray, Dominic Petito, 
Benjamin Ridoifi, Iris Rodriguez, Arcelis Santiago, and Matthew 
Sherrod. 

Refreshments volunteers were Cindy Katz, Doreen Plummer, 
Debra Roberts and Cherylanne Wilson. 


Motor Vehicle Commission 

Bicycle Safety was the theme of the event with games and a talent 
contest. Guest speakers, were Don Olszewski from the Trenton Police 
Bicycle Patrol Unit and Trooper Mike White from the New Jersey State 
Police. 

India Duncan and Kim Borowski co-chaired the event. Committee 


Flight instructor Al Cannin of the Eagles View Aviation 
School, Monmouth Executive Airport reviews all aspects 

of flying for the children attending “‘Take your children to 
work day” in the Central Region. Photo by Raymond Hallgreen 


members were Karen Buchanan-Wheeler, Ampara Alvarez, 
Nancy Ryan, Diane Hoffner, Terri Welke and Antonio Soto with 
Marianne Matelloni and Melissa Figueroa. 


Central Region 

Twenty-eight children attended a three-part program that 
emphasized aviation, safety and remembrance. After a field trip to 
the Eagle’s View Aviation School, Monmouth Executive Airport in 
Farmingdale, the children returned 
to the Central Region for lunch. 

Bart Ritorto from the Division of 
Aeronautics coordinated the trip and Al 
Canin made the presentation. 

Safety Coordinator James 
Cosgrove presented “Sponge Bob and 
his Friends” to demonstrate sign safety 
_ and fire extinguisher usage. Sharon 
Zimmerman coordinated the program. 

At the end of the day, the children 
honored our troops by tying yellow 
ribbons on the flagpole and planting 
pansies. William Farrell and Patricia 
Baldasari supplied the prepared 
ribbons and George Caruso and 
Charles McGowan supplied the 
plants. 

Refreshments throughout the day 
were supplied by committee members 
Patricia Baldasari, Jean Poplasky, 
Lisa Cavanagh and Cynthia Price. 
Others serving on the committee were Susanne Smith, Michael 
Moran and Jeff Guttridge. 


North Region 

Twenty-six children and seven adults participated in the north 
region event. After a welcome by Mary Mitchell-Finney, the 
program coordinator, David Hinchey distributed ID badges for the 
children for the highlight of the day. It was a trip to Tilcon’s 500-acre 
Mt. Hope Rock Quarry to see how granite is quarried and asphalt is 
made, materials used in highway construction. 

Richard Arnold coordinated the action-filled trip. As a mountain 
of rock was blasted to dust, the earth shook below them and dust 
clouds surrounded the 
group. 

On their return 
to Region North 
Headquarters, the 
children comments 
on the trip were 
“awesome!” 

The national 
children’s initiative, 
originally called 
“Take our daughters to 
work day” and hailed 
as a revolutionary 
idea, had up to 11 
million participating 
daughters each year. 
The special day was a 
chance for workplaces 
to open their doors 
to the daughters of 
employees. Later, all 
children were 
included. 


New directors, managers begin new jobs 


¢ Administration 
Brenner: Director, Support Service 

Assistant Commissioner Kathleen 
Immordino recently announced several . 
promotions in Administration. 

Heading the list is the appointment of 
Alfred Brenner to the position of Director 
of the Division of Support Services, which 
includes the Bureau of Records, Services 
and Warehousing, Facilities Planning and 
Engineering and Facilities Support Units. te ea 

A 20-year NJDOT veteran, Brenner was Brenner 
formerly the Regional Maintenance Engineer in 
the Central Region. He replaces Greg Vida who was promoted to 
Director of Human Resources. Vida formerly headed the Support 
Service Division at the Department of Community Affairs. 

A former Department of Personnel employee, Carmen Ward, 


will manage the Classification and Certification Bureau at NJDOT. 


Jeff Stoolman, the former Manager of Ethics and Appeals, has 
been named the Manager of Employee Relations. Stoolman will 
retain his Ethics Officer duties. 

Two new Section Chiefs are Peggie Keith in the Employee 
Relations Bureau and Rose Ward in the PMIS/Payroll Unit. 


¢ Planning and Development 
Kuhn: Director, Local Aid, Economic Development 

Assistant Commissioner W. Dennis Keck of Planning & 
Development announced the appointment of David A. Kuhn to 
Director of the Division of Local Aid & Economic Development. 
An NJDOT career employee, Kuhn has been responsible for 


managing many major projects, such as the Route 21 Freeway 
and the Route 169 Freeway. He will direct the $354 million 
Local Aid program. 

Project Planning & Development: Peter J Kenny, 
Manager, Northern Group; Robert Marshall Jr., Manager, 
Central Group; Thomas C. Saylor Jr., Manager, Southern. 


e Operations 

Central Regional Maintenance: Wilbur Dixon, Regional 
Maintenance Engineer, Central Region. Dixon is a 29-year 
career employee who was formerly a Project Manager with the 
Division of Capital program Management. 

Construction Services and Materials: Michael Dipento, 
Secretary of the Department Claims Committee. 


¢ Capital Program Management 

Project Management: Atul Shah, Acting Program 
Manager, Group 5. A 16-year NJDOT veteran, Shah recently 
served as project manager for the award winning Pedestrian 
Underpass construction at Monmouth University. 


¢ Chief Financial Officer 

Procurement: Vincent Cortese, Manager of the Bureau of 
Professional Services. Cortese’s responsibilities will include the 
prequalification of consultants and Web site management for 
procurement. 


¢ Motor Vehicle Commission 

Jim Petersack, Manager II in the Bureau of Information 
Update and Retrieval; Official Custodian of Records. A 33-year 
NJDOT veteran, Petersack most recently worked in Capital 
Program Management before moving to the Motor Vehicle 


Asian Americans celebrate heritage at events 


Hundreds of NJDOT employees attended two events that celebrated Asian American 
heritage at Headquarters on May 9 and 15. Different languages, ethnicities and religious 
traditions were expressed through food, music, dance and health practices. 

“Celebrate the Culture, Elevate the Peace’ is the message we wanted to get out,” said 
Bruce Darji, co-chairperson of the events with Kiong Chan and Narayan Majumdar. It 


was this year’s theme. 


Committee members also included Suresh Amin, Luzviminda Angeles, Bevan 
Carruthers, Anil Desai, Neha Galgali, Kartikeya Patel, Ramesh Patel, Mario Ritualo, 
Victoria Rivera-Cruz, Bhavesh Shah, Tarlika Trivedi and Quintin “Jun” Viernes. 

Keynote speakers were Chief of Staff Kris Kolluri and Director of Civil Rights/ 


Affirmative Action Victoria Rivera-Cruz. 


Rupal Desai of Procurement and Arpita Upadhyay of Capital Program Management (CPM) 
are all smiles after performing the Gujrati Folk Dance at the Asian American festival. 


Public employees 
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Photo by Ed Rogacki 


September 
Golf Outing 


That applies to AV and to vehicles. We are 

ee into more vans for vanpools. Th un der fa NS The 4th Annual NJDOT Golf 
The cafeteria’s PRK Catering provided Tickets for the August 21 “NJDOT Outing is scheduled for September 8 

the refreshments and a committee headed Night” Trenton Thunder game will at the Cream Ridge Golf Club. 

by Meg Frampton organized the event. go on sale at the NIDOT Logo store Current and retired em ployees Ay 

She was assisted by Janice DeJohn, Lucy at Headquarters, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. contact Howard Immordino at 


Sanderson, Zina McCleese, Bill Bennett, 
Leon Fulginiti, Norma Maziarz, Charlie 
Laurita, and Tim Greeley. 


on Friday, June 6. 


(609) 530-4415. 
The event is sponsored by the 
Credit Union of New Jersey. 


New Jersey 

Department of Transportation 
PO Box 600 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600 


ID . 2. 


Boy Scouts help NJDOT rebuild 


Mays Landing and Egg Harbor Boy Scouts 
plant American Cape Beach Grass on the 
rebuilt dune in Longport and Somers Point. 


rat Oo ute 3 0 Continued from front page 


have to look at the area, too, because 
the Chestnut Neck area of Absecon was 
privateer area. 


“After the war cannons were surplus | 


and you could buy them from deale 


New York and elsewhere. In Philadelphia a 


they were used as horse posts on Arch | 
Street.” 


Bar. 

According to an illustration of a 1940s 
post card in the book Atlantic County: 
A Pictorial History by Elaine Conover 


é d Printed on recycled paper 
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The shore’s the thing for New Jersey 
summers and the Longport and Somers 
Point beaches are no exceptions. 

Fortunately this summer those 
shore communities, about seven miles 
southwest of Atlantic City, will sport a 
cleared Route 152, a major access road, 
and a restored and planted dune. Last 
winter’s severe damage to the beach left 
Route 152 a flood zone. 

According to Principal Biologist 
Connie House, sand kept drifting onto 
the roadway from the beach causing the 
inlets to clog and the roadway to flood. 
The road became a safety hazard for 
motorists. 

House said that NJDOT maintenance 
crews in the area were removing the sand 
every week. 

Reconstruction of the dune took 


Abrahamson, a cannon stood in front 

of the Black Cat Bar. One possibility is 

that the cannon was mounted on wood, 

was in disrepair and was dumped into a 
_ hole to get rid of it when Route 30 was... 
A reconstructed i in the 1950s. 


a That seems logical because the. canno 
-_was unearthed beneath the conc ete. 
Where it came from may indicate af it 1c 
was the cannon in front of the Black Horse 
estboune 


: sibaiaaee at 


The highway was originally paved in 
the 1920s and repaved in the 1950s. The 


Black Horse Bar was constructed in 1933, 
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beach area 


team work, Supervising Environmental 
Engineer Anthony Gould was in 

charge of the entire project, Principal 
Environmental Engineer Roy Neuman 
supervised the contract and the actual 
work and House secured the permits and 
coordinated the job, 

There was one more step to the 
project: planting grass. 

“The last phase of the project required 
planting 46,000 American Cape Beach 
Grass plants on the dune,” said House. 
“The Mays Landing and Egg Harbor 
Boy Scouts were great; they spent two 
weekends helping us plant the grass.” 

Perennial grasses are used to control 
the shifting of sand dunes to protect 
sandy coastal areas. Beach grass has 
an extensive, creeping root system that 
keeps the sand in place. 


ood NL rs 


so it could not have been buried during the 
original construction of the highway. 
Mudge is hopeful that we’ll find out more 

about the cannon once it’s cleaned. “We have 
_ todo. a slow, careful chemical cleaning to 
rve any markings that are on the piece. 
m hoping to find a big “W” for Weymouth 
n Works, which was in the area,” he said. 
nen we’ ll turn it over for display.” 
“Once the conservation treatment is 
completed, the cannon barrel will be offered 
to the Historical Society of Absecon as a 
permanent exhibit,” said Project Manager 
Bob Davies. 


ELE LEED LS a Ea Ta ESSE 
Memorial Day 2003 


All gave some... Some gave all 


The observance of Memorial Day became official when General John A. 
Logan of the Union Army designated one day, May 30, to honor the memory of 
“departed comrades” after the Civil War in 1868. 

Today it’s a two-fold celebration to honor those who gave their lives in battle 
and to give thanks for our personal freedoms. 

Major conflicts have impacted the United States in the last two years: the 
9/11 terrorist attacks on New York City, Pennsylvania and Washington D.C. in 
September 2001, the Afghan War in 2002 and Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003. 
These have increased our awareness of the military and its role in today’s world. 
More than ever, Americans rally to “support the troops.” 

It’s in this spirit that we pay tribute to the men and women of the Armed 
Forces by recognizing them for the job they do. 

As a Memorial Day tribute, NJDOT lists employees and their immediate 
family members who are currently serving in the Armed Forces in Iraq or as 
support crew elsewhere. 


Transportation Services, Division of Project Management 
Aeronautics Nathan Dierkes, IC 3rd class Petty Officer 
Ricardo Vasquez, Lance Corporal (Sue Leedom, son) 
(Theodore Matthews, son-in-law) 

South Region 
Ronald Harbist, Major, (108th Refueling Unit Joe DiCola, SCF 253rd Transportation Unit 


NJ Air National Guard) NJ Army National Guard 
Operations Ed Szotak, SFC 52th Troop Guard 
Jules Oroszvary, Lt. Colonel NJ Army National Guard 
Paul J. Kasica, Sr. Master Sergeant Construction 
Gary Brennfleck, Chief Warrant Officer 4 
Joseph Tress, Staff Sergeant NJ Army National Guard 
Anthony Testa, Sr. Master Sergeant Administration 
Kristen Domboski, Specialist 
Tom Derowitsch, Sergeant US Army Reserve 404 Civil Affairs Unit 


(Rick Domboski, daughter) 
Benny DeAngelo, Sergeant 


Paul Herigal, Sergeant 


Nicholas Scerbo, Ensign 


To our men and women in uniform... 
Thank you 
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